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REPORT. 


In  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  the  Act  of  Assem¬ 
bly,  of  24th  February,  1847,  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the 
Philadelphia  County  Prison  herewith  submits  its  Twenty- 
third  Annual  Report  to  the  Legislature. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Board  has  to  regret  the  retire¬ 
ment  of  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  esteemed  members,  the 
venerable  Isaac  B.  Garrigues,  who,  after  a  faithful  and  effi¬ 
cient  service  of  thirteen  years  in  this  Department,  declined 
a  re-appointment  in  July  last.  The  vacancy  thus  occa¬ 
sioned  was  acceptably  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Edward 
H.  Trotter,  Esq.  With  this  exception,  the  Board  remains 
constituted  as  at  the  date  of  the  last  Report ;  and,  while  the 
natural  mutations  incident  to  the  period  of  fourteen  years, 
which  has  elapsed  since  the  Board  was  re-organized,  in 
1856,  under  appointments  from  the  Courts,  have  left  but 
two  of  the  Inspectors  originally  appointed  at  that  time,  yet 
the  vacancies  thus  made  have  been  invariably  owing  to  the 
death  or  resignation  of  incumbents.  The  appointing  power 
has  steadily  ignored  party  politics  in  the  selection  of  In¬ 
spectors,  and  the  Board  has  endeavored  also  to  exclude 
them  from  the  government  of  the  Prison.  It  may  be  fairly 
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claimed  that  not  only  economy  in  disbursements  but  effi¬ 
ciency  in  discipline  have  been  thereby  promoted.  The 
successful  administration  of  the  Prison  demands  special 
training  and  experience  from  those  to  whose  hands  it  is  en¬ 
trusted,  and  is  certainly  incompatible  with  the  frequent 
changes  to  which  political  bodies  are  exposed. 

The  usual  statistical  tables  are  appended  to  the  Report, 
from  which  it  appears :  That  the  whole  number  of  commit¬ 
ments  for  the  year  1869,  was  18,305,  against  17,620  for 
1868,  an  increase  of  685.  This  increase,  however,  is  only 
in  the  number  of  commitments;  the  number  of  persons  ac¬ 
tually  committed  being  less  than  those  of  last  year.  This 
apparent  increase  has  been  the  result  of  a  change  in  the 
character  of  the  commitments.  It  was  till  lately  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  committing  magistrates  to  include  in  the  charge 
of  drunkenness  also  disorderly  conduct,  by  which  offenders 
were  committed  to  prison  for  a  period  of  thirty  days,  to  be 
held  for  the  whole  or  a  part  of  this  sentence,  at  the  discre¬ 
tion  of  the  Inspectors.  Vagrants  of  this  class  are  now  com¬ 
mitted  for  intoxication  only,  for  a  period  of  twenty-four 
hours,  and  not  unfrequently  return  half  a  dozen  times  dur¬ 
ing  a  month.  Also,  under  a  recent  construction  of  the  law, 
the  power  formerly  exercised  by  the  Inspectors,  of  dis¬ 
charging  cases  of  “  breach  of  the  peace,”  has  been  aban¬ 
doned.  The  committing  magistrates  have  much  increased 
commitments  for  this  charge,  retaining  control  of  them  in 
their  own  hands,  and  usually  discharging  them  by  arrange¬ 
ment  after  a  few  days,  with  the  result  of  repeated  recom- 
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mitments  of  the  same  offenders.  It  may  be  that  a  more  ex¬ 
act  compliance  with  the  precise  letter  of  the  law  now  ob¬ 
tains,  but  the  old  practice  was  attended  with  better  results. 
The  Board  feels,  however,  that  so  long  as  it  fails  to  secure, 
on  the  part  of  the  committing  magistrates  of  our  city,  hearty 
and  earnest  co-operation  in  efforts  to  improve  the  criminal 
department,  little  real  good  can  be  accomplished  by  at¬ 
tempts  within  the  Prison.  The  great  and  foremost  evil  in 
the  criminal  department  of  Philadelphia,  is  the  system  of 
police  magistracy ;  and  no  reform  is  so  much  needed  as  a 
change,  at  least  in  the  mode  of  compensation  of  our  com¬ 
mitting  magistrates.  So  long  as  their  receipts  are  directly 
dependent  upon  and  swollen  by  what  must  be  stated  to  be 
simply  a  traffic  in  the  manipulation  of  petty  crime,  it  is  idle 
to  anticipate  radical  improvement  in  the  treatment  of  this 
class  of  criminals.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  such  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  magistracy  can  be  tolerated  in  a  city  like  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  that  her  citizens  can  sit  quietly  under  so  great  a 
reproach.  If  our  police  magistrates  were  removed  from  the 
sphere  of  politics,  by  a  change  in  the  mode  of  selection ;  if 
they  held  their  offices  by  a  good  behavior  tenure;  were 
required  to  be  learned  in  the  law,  and  were  compensated 
by  adequate,  fixed  salaries,  in  place  of  fees,  a  reform  would 
be  accomplished,  the  effects  of  which  upon  social  improve¬ 
ment  can  scarcely  be  estimated. 

The  commitments  for  1869  show  a  small  decrease  (270) 
compared  with  those  for  1867,  which  were  18,575  ;  those  for 
1866  reached  19,468.  In  1860,  the  year  preceding  the 
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war,  the  commitments  were  20,801.  For  the  first  half  of  the 
year  1869,  from  January  1st  to  July  1st,  the  commitments 
were  8,947  ;  for  the  second  half  of  the  year,  from  July  1st, 
1869,  to  January  1st,  1870,  they  were  9,358.  This  excess 
in  the  commitments  for  the  second  over  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  is  usual :  thus,  in  1868,  the  commitments  from  Janu¬ 
ary  1st  to  July  1st,  were  8,032;  from  July  1st,  1868,  to 
January  1st,  1869,  they  were  9,588. 

Of  the  commitments  for  the  past  year,  there  were  black 
males,  1,283,  against  979  for  1868,  and  1025  for  1867;  of 
black  females,  574,  against  494  for  1868,  and  570  for  1867. 
There  were  white  males,  12,228,  against  12,096  for  1868, 
and  12,361  for  1867,  and  13,053  for  1866.  The  number  of 
wdiite  females  for  1869  was  4,220,  a  slight  increase  over 
those  for  1868,  4,051,  but  a  marked  diminution  over  those 
for  1867,  which  reached  4,619.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind, 
too,  that  while  the  number  of  commitments  was  more  than 
for  last  year,  the  number  of  females  committed  was  less. 
We  have  thus  the  experience  of  another  year  confirmatory 
of  the  good  results  of  the  increased  accommodation  for  fe¬ 
male  prisoners,  which  was  obtained  by  the  transfer  of  the 
old  Debtors’  Apartment,  two  years  since,  to  the  Female  De¬ 
partment  of  the  prison.  The  separation  of  female  prison¬ 
ers,  which  was  thus  secured,  and  the  greater  facilities  for 
the  enforcement  of  prison  rules  and  discipline,  which  were 
made  attainable,  have  resulted  in  a  marked  diminution  of 
vagrancy  and  crime  in  the  female  population  of  our  city. 
Nor  has  the  sanitary  improvement  in  the  Female  Depart- 
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ment  of  the  Prison  been  less  conspicuous ;  the  cases  reported 
to  the  Physician  for  treatment  in  this  Department,  for  the 
past  year,  having  been  only  1775,  more  than  a  thousand 
less  than  the  sick  list  for  1867.  These  results  show  the 
expenditure  required  in  the  extension  of  the  Female  De¬ 
partment  to  have  been  a  true  economy,  and  strongly  sup¬ 
port  the  more  weighty  moral  arguments  which  are  urged  in 
favor  of  an  extension  of  the  more  important  and  over¬ 
crowded  Male  Department  of  the  Prison. 

The  Board  would  here  repeat  the  views  expressed  in  the 
last  Report,  upon  the  subject  of  an  extension  of  the  Prison, 
and  again  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  inca¬ 
pacity  of  the  Prison  for  the  proper  confinement  and  employ¬ 
ment  of  its  large  male  population.  In  every  aspect,  sani¬ 
tary,  moral  and  economical,  the  injurious  effects  of  its  over¬ 
crowded  condition  are  manifest.  The  results  of  improved 
accommodation  in  the  Female  Department,  previously  cited, 
have  shown  that  the  growth  of  crime  and  vagrancy  is  di¬ 
rectly  stimulated  by  the  undue  congregation  of  prisoners. 
It  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  the  collection  of  a  number 
of  prisoners  in  a  single  cell  soon  reduces  all  to  the  moral 
level  of  the  worst  prisoner ;  and  the  unceasing  intercourse 
which  results  from  the  original  construction  of  the  Prison 
with  a  view  to  the  Separate  System,  fosters  the  moral  con¬ 
tagion  more  actively  than  in  prisons  not  designed  for  this 
system.  The  Separate  System,  once  the  especial  pride  of 
Pennsylvania,  has  been  long  abandoned  in  every  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Prison,  and  even  in  the  convict  corridors,  two, 
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three,  and  even  four  prisoners  are  placed  together  in  a  single 
cell.  The  Board  feels  that  this  subject  can  be  no  longer 
overlooked,  and  that  either  the  extension  of  the  convict 
blocks,  or  the  construction  of  a  new  Prison  has  become  a 
necessity.  The  establishment  of  a  House  of  Correction, 
however  desirable,  would  not  relieve  the  crowded  state  of 
the  convict  cells.  And  the  Board  feels  confirmed  in  the 
opinion,  expressed  in  many  previous  Reports,  that  a  House 
of  Correction,  for  vagrants  and  drunkards,  should  constitute 
a  Department  of  the  Prison.  Its  construction  might  go 
hand  in  hand  with  the  extension  of  the  Prison,  and  would 
be  thus  economized ;  while  its  future  connection  with  the 
management  of  the  Prison  would  obviate  the  unnecessary 
multiplication  of  officials,  and  would  facilitate  the  working 
of  two  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  same  service.  The  Board 
expressed  the  opinion  in  the  two  last  Reports,  that  the  lot 
known  as  the  Parade  Ground,  contiguous  to  the  Prison, 
would  be  a  very  desirable  location  for  these  purposes,  ob¬ 
viating,  too,  the  large  outlay  necessary  for  the  purchase  of 
any  other  suitable  ground.  After  a  full  consideration  of 
the  subject  by  the  Prison  Committee  of  Councils,  in  confe¬ 
rence  with  the  Board,  that  body  has  united  in  recommend¬ 
ing  an  extension  of  the  Prison  on  the  Parade  Ground,  and 
has  requested  from  the  Legislature  an  enabling  act  for  the 
purpose,  which  is  respectfully  and  earnestly  asked  also  by 
this  Board. 

Of  the  commitments  to  the  Prison  during  the  past  year, 
about  the  usual  proportion  may  be  assigned  to  intempe- 
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ranee,  as  either  a  direct  or  indirect  cause.  The  actual 
charges  in  the  commitments  will  be  found  to  vary  some¬ 
what  from  those  of  last  year,  for  reasons  already  mentioned. 
There  were  for  intoxication,  3,546,  against  2,025  for  1868; 
for  vagrancy ,  1,248,  against  1,093  for  1868;  for  assault  and 
battery,  1,687,  against  1,462  for  1868 ;  for  disorderly  con¬ 
duct  and  breach  of  the  peace,  7,360,  against  8,132  for  1868 ; 
for  assault  with  intent  to  hill,  146,  against  121  for  1868.  Of 
the  entire  number  of  commitments,  18,305,  13,987,  or 
more  than  three-fourths,  are  thus  traceable  to  intemperance  ; 
for,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  in  the  cases  enumerated, 
drunkenness  is  an  accompaniment  of  the  special  act  for 
which  the  commitment  is  made.  Without  assuming  that 
these  offences  are  wholly  attributable  to  intemperance  (for 
crime  exists  and  prisons  are  filled  in  countries  where  drunk¬ 
enness  is  comparatively  uncommon),  we  may  fairly  urge 
that  the  unbridled  multiplication  of  temptations  to  crime  in 
the  unrestrained  sale  of  alcoholic  narcotics,  in  our  city,  is  a 
fearful  evil.  The  existing  license  law  is  an  unmitigated 
nuisance,  and  some  modification  of  it  may  be  most  reasona¬ 
bly  asked  of  the  Legislature. 

Of  the  prisoners  committed  for  trial  during  the  past  year, 
11,203,  8,750  were  discharged  by  the  committing  magis¬ 
trates,  and  in  the  cases  of  580,  the  bills  of  indictment  were 
ignored  by  the  Grand  Jury.  These  figures  show  a  larger 
number  of  commitments  and  discharges  by  the  magistrates 
than  for  the  past  year,  owing  to  the  breach  of  peace  cases 
being  retained  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  magistrates. 
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The  figures,  however,  tell  the  old  story,  that  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  number  committed  were  discharged 
without  being  brought  to  trial — involving  a  fearful  cata¬ 
logue  of  commitments  for  unnecessary  and  trivial  causes, 
and  doubtless,  too,  a  scarcely  less  startling  aggregate  of  op¬ 
pression  and  persecution.  Another  argument  is  thus  pre¬ 
sented  in  favor  of  a  change  of  the  administration  of  crimi¬ 
nal  justice  among  us,  which  is  only  too  often  an  engine  of 
extortion  and  malice.  Much  of  the  duty  of  the  Prison 
Agent  is  devoted  to  the  relief  of  cases  of  unnecessary  and 
oppressive  commitments.  During  the  past  year,  3,895  pri¬ 
soners  were  released  through  the  interference  of  the  Prison 
Agent.  The  whole  number  released  through  the  agency 
of  this  officer,  during  a  period  of  sixteen  years,  has  been 
25,687. 

The  duties  of  the  Prison  Agent  have  also  extended  to  the 
care  of  prisoners  after  discharge  from  the  Prison,  either 
without  trial,  or  after  the  expiration  of  their  sentences. 
He  has  provided  them  with  small  sums  of  money,  railroad 
tickets,  and  clothing,  and  in  many  cases  has  been  of  ma¬ 
terial  assistance  by  timely  advice  as  to  their  future 
course. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Board  adopted  the  following 
rules  for  the  government  of  the  Prison,  with  reference  to 
admissions  and  discharges.  Uncertainty  on  some  points 
having  existed,  and  a  want  of  uniformity  of  action  on  others 
having  prevailed,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  bring  the  in¬ 
structions  of  the  Prison  officials  as  closely  as  possible  in  con- 
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formity  to  the  precise  letter  of  the  law.  These  rules  it  is 
deemed  proper  to  embody  in  this  Report : 

1.  44  No  person  shall  be  received  into  this  Prison  by  virtue 
of  any  instrument  in  the  nature  of  a  4  Commitment.’ 
wherein  the  offence  charged  shall  not  be  particularly  set 
forth  and  described,  such  as  4  Homicide,  in  causing  the  death 

of - ,’  4  Larceny,  in  taking  goods,  the  property  of - ,’ 

4  Breach  of  the  Peace,  by  abusing  or  threatening  — — 
and  in  this  same  manner  as  to  all  felonies  and  misdemeanors. 

2.  44  No  person  sought  to  be  imprisoned  for  vagrancy, 
disorderly  conduct,  or  intoxication,  by  virtue  of  any  instru¬ 
ment  in  the  nature  of  a  commitment,  shall  be  received  into 
this  Prison,  unless  the  commitment  shall  set  forth  that  the 
defendant  was  convicted  of  the  offence  charged  by  the  Magis¬ 
trate  signing  the  commitment,  and  sentenced  in  accordance 
with  the  Act  of  Assembly  in  such  cases  made  and  provided.” 

3.  44  No  person  legally  convicted  and  sentenced  for  any 
felony  or  misdemeanor  by  any  Court  of  Justice,  (or  by  pro¬ 
ceedings  by  any  Magistrate,)  shall  be  discharged  by  virtue 
of  any  instrument  in  the  nature  of  a  discharge,  issued  by 
such  Court  or  Magistrate,  unless  by  proceedings  under  a  writ 
of  Habeas  Corpus ,  or  a  reconsideration  of  a  sentence  by  the 
Court  within  a  term  in  which  the  sentence  is  pronounced.” 

4.  44  In  the  cases  of  persons  held  to  answer  at  Court,  a 
discharge  from  the  Committing  Magistrate  shall  be  con¬ 
sidered  valid  prior  to  the  4  return’  of  that  case  to  Court,  Pro¬ 
vided,  that  the  offence  charged  is  not  a  felony,  nor  charged 
to  have  been  done  with  the  intent  to  commit  a  felony,  and 
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Provided  also ,  that  the  prosecutor  shall  have  acknowledged 
satisfaction,  and  consented  to  such  discharged 

5.  “  No  prisoner,  whose  case  may  have  been  returned  to 
Court,  shall  be  released  from  this  Prison  unless  by  ‘  dis¬ 
charge’  from  the  Court  to  which  his  case  may  have  been 
returned,  duly  certified  under  seal  of  the  Court  by  the  pro¬ 
per  officer  thereof.” 

6.  “  No  prisoner  after  conviction  and  sentence  by  a 
Court,  shall  be  released  from  custody  in  this  Prison,  unless 
by  virtue  of  a  pardon  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  under 
the  great  seal  of  the  Commonwealth,  duly  certified  by  the 
proper  officer  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  upon  the  completion 
of  the  term  for  which  he  may  have  been  sentenced,  or  upon 
a  reconsideration  of  the  case  by  the  Court  within  the  term 
in  which  the  conviction  was  had  and  the  sentence  pro¬ 
nounced.” 

The  usual  attention  to  the  moral  and  religious  instruc¬ 
tion  of  the  prisoners  has  been  paid  during  the  past  year. 
Religious  services  are  held  on  every  Sunday,  and  both  the 
Visiting  Inspectors  and  the  members  of  the  Prison  Society, 
in  their  visits  to  individual  prisoners,  use  fitting  occasions 
for  moral  and  devotional  appeals.  An  appropriation  of 
one  hundred  dollars  was  made  for  additions  to  the  library. 

On  the  eighth  of  April,  1869,  Gerald  J.  Eaton  was  exe¬ 
cuted  in  the  Prison  yard,  under  sentence  of  death  for  the 
murder  of  Timothy  Heenan.  The  execution  was  conducted 
by  High  Sheriff  Peter  Lyle,  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
Act  of  Assembly,  and  in  every  respect  with  rigid  propriety. 
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On  the  same  morning,  George  S.  Twitchell,  Jr.,  under  sen¬ 
tence  of  death,  for  the  murder  of  Mary  Hill,  and  left  for 
execution  on  that  day,  was  found  dead  in  his  cell.  The 
evidence  elicited  on  the  Coroner’s  inquest,  in  his  case,  estab¬ 
lished  the  fact  that  his  death  had  been  produced  by  suicide 
with  prussic  acid  at  some  period  in  the  night  after  half  past 
eleven  o’clock.  The  ordinary  vigilance  in  such  cases  had 
been  practised,  and  there  appeared  to  have  been  no  special 
'grounds  for  suspicion,  especially  as  his  religious  adviser 
assured  the  keepers  that  “  there  was  no  danger”  of  such  an 
attempt.  The  Board  cannot  but  admit,  however,  that  in¬ 
discreet  laxity  has  prevailed  in  the  cells  of  prisoners  under 
sentence  of  death,  and  preparing  for  execution.  More  strin¬ 
gent  rules  are  required  as  regards  the  admission  of  visitors, 
and  greater  watchfulness  over  the  persons  of  the  condemned  is 
demanded.  The  visits,  however,  of  near  relatives  can  hardly 
be  denied  to  the  unfortunate  men  in  their  last  extremity, 
and  no  vigilance  can  absolutely  prevent  their  receiving  con¬ 
centrated  poisons  of  small  bulk,  or  afterwards  using  them. 

Of  the  prisoners  under  sentence  of  death  at  the  date  of 
the  last  report,  Hester  Vaughan  was  pardoned  by  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  8th  of  May,  1869.  Five  convicts  remain  in  the  Prison 
under  sentence  of  death,  but  indefinitely  respited.  Edward 
J.  Ford,  Patrick  Farrigan,  Jerrie  Dixie,  Newton  Champion, 
and  Alfred  Alexander. 

Since  the  overcrowded  condition  of  the  cells,  escapes  of 
convicts  have  been  not  unfrequent.  In  October  last,  the 
Board,  having  obtained  the  necessary  appropriation  from 


1G 


Councils,  appointed  two  Day  Watchmen.  No  escapes  have 
occurred  since  the  entrance  of  these  officers  upon  their 
duties,  and  they  have  broken  up  the  conversation  among 
the  prisoners  from  the  windows  of  their  cells,  which  was 
habitually  practised  at  certain  hours  of  the  day,  and  in¬ 
volved  not  only  plans  of  escape,  but  details  of  past  and  pro¬ 
jects  of  future  crime.  Intercourse  between  convicts  and 
the  bummers  employed  about  the  Prison  has  been  thus  also 
prevented. 

The  standard  of  health  in  the  Prison  during  the  year  was 
good,  and  no  epidemic  of  any  kind  occurred.  Twenty-nine 
deaths  are  reported  in  the  Untried  Department  from  natural 
causes,  viz.,  From  mania-a-potu,  17;  debauch,  9;  conges¬ 
tion  of  the  brain,  1  ;  hematemesis,  1 ;  pyemia,  1.  In  the 
Convict  Department,  there  were  thirteen  deaths,  twelve 
directly  from  consumption,  and  the  thirteenth  from  he¬ 
moptysis,  no  doubt  produced  by  a  tuberculous  condition  of 
the  lungs.  The  overcrowding  of  the  cells  has,  doubtless, 
contributed  to  this  increase  of  consumption.  Of  these 
deaths,  there  were  six  white  males,  six  black  males,  and 
one  black  female.  The  mortality  was  1.44  per  hundred. 
Two  cases  of  suicide  occurred ;  one,  that  of  George  S. 
Twitchell,  previously  noticed  ;  the  other,  by  drowning,  on 
the  night  of  September  7th,  the  prisoner  having  been 
found  dead  with  his  head  in  a  bucket  of  water. 

The  general  administration  of  the  Prison  during  the  year 
was  satisfactory.  A  faithful  and  efficient  discharge  of  duty 
was  generally  observed.  Many  perplexing  occurrences 
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broke  the  usually  even  tenor  of  discipline,  and  mistakes  and 
omissions  resulted.  But,  on  the  whole,  the  Board  believes 
that  the  affairs  of  the  Prison  were  well  managed,  and  that 
its  officers  deserve  commendation. 

The  Superintendent,  Mr.  W.  B.  Perkins,  now  a  veteran 
in  prison  government,  is  entitled  to  a  renewal  of  the  ex¬ 
pressions  of  confidence  which  he  has  hereto'fore  received. 
And  no  less  is  to  be  said  of  the  satisfactory  discharge  of  du¬ 
ties  by  the  Physician,  Dr.  H.  Y.  Smith ;  the  Apothecary, 
Dr.  B.  F.  Butcher;  the  Clerk,  Mr.  J.  K.  Howell,  and  the 
various  officers  in  all  departments. 

Allusion  has  been  already  made  to  the  useful  and  valua¬ 
ble  services  of  the  Agent,  Mr.  W.  J.  Mullen,  whose  duties 
have  been  performed  in  a  manner  eminently  acceptable. 

The  Board  refers  with  much  regret  to  the  death,  on  the 
14th  of  November,  after  a  lingering  and  painful  disease,  of 
Mrs.  Ellen  L.  Spencer,  who  had,  tor  more  than  fifteen  years, 
been  the  Matron  of  the  Female  Department  of  the  Prison. 
Mrs.  Spencer  was  an  able  and  efficient  officer,  a  firm  discip¬ 
linarian,  but  kind  and  humane,  and,  in  the  epidemics  of 
sickness,  especially  typhus,  which  prevailed  in  the  Prison, 
was  most  devoted,  sympathizing,  and  self-sacrificing  in 
her  attentions  to  the  sick.  She  was  highly  esteemed, 
and  is  deservedly  lamented.  The  position  of  Matron,  thus 
rendered  vacant,  has  been  conferred  upon  Mrs.  Ann  G. 
Ryan,  long  Assistant  Matron,  and  Mrs.  Ann  Slover  has 
been  appointed  Assistant  Matron. 

To  their  esteemed  colleague,  Joseph  R.  Chandler,  Esq., 
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the  Board  feels,  that  acknowledgments  are  especially  due, 
for  his  devoted  and  invaluable  services  in  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  Prison. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting,  in  concluding  the  Report, 
to  make  a  brief  allusion  to  the  mode  adopted  of  compen¬ 
sating  convicts  for  prison  labor.  They  are  charged  a  fixed 
sum,  two  dollars  and  a  half  each,  per  week,  for  mainte¬ 
nance,  and  are  afterwards  credited  with  work  done,  chiefly 
shoemaking,  at  fair  rates.  Of  the  balance  earned  over 
maintenance,  each  prisoner,  on  his  discharge,  receives  one- 
half.  No  charge  is  made  against  him  for  maintenance  dur¬ 
ing  sickness,  and  all  that  are  industrious  may  accumulate 
something.  But  even  to  those  who  have  earned  nothing, 
some  little  aid  in  money  or  clothing  is  always  given,  and 
individual  charity  is  available  for  cases  that  fairly  appeal 
to  it. 

The  expenses  of  the  Prison  for  1869  were  very  slightly 
in  excess  of  those  for  1868,  viz.  :  $105,925  12,  against 
$104,635  63,  for  1868.  The  profits  of  the  shoe  manufac¬ 
tory  were  $3,872  95.  The  amount  received  from  the 
United  States  Marshal,  for  the  support  of  United  States 
prisoners,  was  $796  80.  The  estimated  value  of  provisions, 
coal,  &c.,  on  hand,  is  $9,513  25.  The  return  to  the  City 
Treasurer  of  profits  from  the  Manufacturing  Department, 
was  $21,000  00. 

The  subjoined  table  furnishes  a  comparison  of  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  Prison  for  the  last  sixteen  years  : 
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Year  1854,  there  were  11,588 

prisoners, 

costin 

g  $78,288 

18 

66 

1855, 

66 

14,794 

66 

66 

85,499 

37 

66 

*1856, 

66 

14,981 

66 

66 

90,352 

78 

u 

1857, 

66 

16,803 

66 

66 

54,841 

95 

u 

1858, 

66 

15,134 

66 

66 

53,183 

65 

u 

1859, 

66 

20,236 

66 

66 

52,341 

07 

u 

1860, 

66 

21,585 

66 

66 

54,877 

52 

u 

1861, 

66 

16,201 

66 

66 

50,643 

59 

66 

1862, 

66 

14,646 

66 

66 

50,745 

25 

u 

1863, 

66 

17,219 

1.6 

66 

50,225 

95 

u 

1864, 

66 

14,067 

66 

66 

58,737 

51 

u 

1865, 

66 

16,142 

66 

66 

69,252 

33 

66 

1866, 

66 

19,648 

66 

66 

103,111 

13 

66 

1867, 

66 

18,575 

66 

66 

95,276 

60 

66 

1868, 

66 

17,620 

66 

66 

104,631 

63 

66 

1869, 

66 

18,305 

66 

66 

105,925 

12 

J.  B.  BIDDLE, 

President. 

Edmund  Smith,  Secretary. 


*  January  1  to  June  30,  $52,375  79. 
July  1  to  December  31,  $37,976  99. 


TABLE  1. — Showing  all  the  Commitments  to  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison  in  the  Tear  1869,  distin¬ 
guishing  the  Number  of  each  Class  of  Crime  charged,  together  with  Color  and  Sex. 


CRIMES. 

■WHITE. 

BLACK. 

TOTAL. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

12 

70 

113 

14 

1294 

7 

7 

10 

10 

19 

90 

146 

19 

1687 

7 

1 

581 

4 

18 

8 

4 

1 

72 

33 

2 

8 

3 

23 

1 

70 

7360 

4 

185 

1 

7 

2 

116 

4 

12 

5 

5 

46 

7 

25 

10 

3 

8 

55 

1 

89 

1 

3546 

211 

1 

460 

34 

2 

1 

2 

2 

22 

1 

6 

1 

7 

15 

35 

115 

4 

2 

2 

84 

1719 

25 

2 

3 

3 

2 

3 

1248 

1 

1 

2 

7 

23 

5 

121 

3 

233 

39 

“  ~  Girl . 

1 

173 

1 

313 

3 

18 

1 

4 

38 

57 

6 

1 

1 

70 

29 

4 

2 

8 

3 

22 

.1 

i 

41 

1823 

20 

4597 

4 

178 

1 

613 

8 

327 

7 

1 

7 

2 

100 

4 

12 

5 

3 

38 

7 

24 

10 

2 

3 

38 

1 

63 

10 

5 

1 

2 

8 

1 

1 

5 

15 

2 

17 

1 

928 

38 

7 

2 

2499 

160 

1 

348 

32 

1 

88 

9 

31 

4 

54 

2 

50 

8 

1 

1 

1 

18 

1 

6 

1 

6 

9 

30 

100 

4 

2 

2 

78 

1195 

23 

2 

3 

3 

2 

3 

594 

1 

3 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

4 

7 

6 

2 

234 

4 

224 

2 

66 

600 

1 

35 

19 

1 

2 

Total,  1  12228 

4220 

1283 

574 

18305 

White  Males . 12228 

“  Females .  4220 


Colored  Males . 12831 

“  Females .  574  j 


Total . 18305. 
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No.  2. 

Showing  the  Whole  Number  of  Prisoners,  both  before  and  after  trial, 
confined  in  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison,  in  1869. 


WHITE. 

BLACK. 

TOTALS. 

Male. 

female. 

Male 

Female. 

Prisoners  received  for  trial,  - 

3,960 

826 

446 

181 

5,413 

Vagrants,  -  -  - 

594 

600 

35 

19 

1,248 

Disorderly  and  breach  of  peace, 

4,597 

1,823 

613 

327 

7,360 

Intoxication,  ... 

2,499 

928 

88 

31 

3,546 

Disobedient  and  Runaway  ap- 

prentices, 

11 

1 

12 

Sentenced,  but  not  to  hard  labor, 

78 

2 

4 

84 

Sentenced  to  hard  labor, 

365 

38 

88 

16 

507 

Sent  to  Eastern  Penitentiary 

100 

2 

9 

111 

“  House  of  Refuge,  - 

24 

24 

Total,  ... 

12,228 

4,220 

1,283 

574 

18,305 

Add  number  in  prison  on  December  31,  1868,  -  -  -  337 

Total, . 18,642 

Discharged  in  1869,  as  per  Table  No.  3,  -  -  -  -  18,258 

Remaining  in  prison  December  31,  1869,  -  -  -  -  384 

Convicts, . 395 

779 

Convicted  to  hard  labor,  -  -  .  -  -  -  -  507 

All  others, . 272 

Total, . 779 


The  whole  number  of  cases  on  the  Calendar  to  Court,  of  tried 

cases  in  1969,  were  -  . 1,518 

Add  number  of  triable  cases  committed  to  prison  in  1869,  by 

the  United  States  authorities,  and  returned  to  same,  -  -  31 

Whole  number  of  triable  cases  committed  in  1869,  .  -  -  5,413 

Leaving  this  number  who  were  discharged  from  prison  by  the 
several  authorities  before  the  commencement  of  the  term  of 
the  Court  where  the  cases  were  triable,  -  3,895 


Showing  how  the  Prisoners  committed  to  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison,  in  1869,  tvere  disposed  of. 
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No.  4. 

Showing  the  charges  upon  which  five  hundred  and  seven  prisoners,  sen¬ 
tenced  to  hard  labor,  in  1869,  were  committed. 


— 

WHITE. 

COLORED. 

TOTALS.  , 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Larceny,  -  -  - 

299 

35 

72 

15 

321 

Assault  and  battery  to  rob, 

3 

1 

4 

“  to  kill, 

5 

4 

9 

“  to  ravish, 

1 

1 

“  to  mayhem, 

1 

1 

Entering  a  store,  &c,  with 

intent  to  steal, 

29 

2 

6 

37 

Receiving  stolen  goods, 

5 

1 

6 

Burglary,  ... 

2 

2 

Robbery,  -  -  -  - 

4 

4 

8 

Embezzlements, 

1 

1 

Forgery,  .... 

4 

4 

Bigamy,  -  -  -  - 

O 

O 

1 

4 

Riot,  .... 

5 

5 

!  Carrying  concealed  weapons, 

3 

1 

4 

Totals,  - 

365 

38 

88 

16 

507 

No.  5. 


Showing  that  of  the  prisoners  convicted  to  hard  labor,  their  nativity  was  as 

follows : 


. 

WHITE. 

COLORED. 

TOTALS. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Born 

in  Pennsylvania, 

155 

5 

44 

5 

209 

CC 

Eastern  States, 

10 

O 

O 

13 

CC 

Middle  States, except 

Pennsylvania, 

29 

3 

12 

rr 

t 

51  | 

cc 

Southern  States, 

20 

2 

25 

4 

51 

CC 

W estern  States, 

8 

2 

10 

CC 

England, 

18 

2 

20 

CC 

Ireland,  - 

69 

22 

91 

CC 

Germanv, 

38 

3 

41 

CC 

Scotland, 

2 

1 

3 

CC 

France, 

4 

1 

5 

I  “ 

Other  parts  of  the  world 

12 

1 

13 

Totals,  - 

365 

38 

88 

16 

507 
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No.  6. 


Showing  the  Ages  of  Prisoners  Sentenced  to  Hard  Labor. 


WHITE. 

COLORED. 

TOTALS. 

Male. 

Female 

Male. 

Female. 

Twenty  (20)  years  and  under, 

87 

4 

30 

7 

128 

From  20  to  30  years, 

155 

11 

39 

7 

212 

“  30  to  40  “ 

73 

14 

15 

2 

104 

“  40  to  50  “ 

34 

9 

4 

47 

I  Over  50  “  .  . 

1 

16 

16 

Totals, . 

365 

38 

88 

16 

507 

No.  7. 


Showing  how  often  the  Prisoners  have  been  Convicted. 


| 

j 

WHITE. 

COLORED 

TOTALS. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

First  time, . . 

289 

29 

56 

12 

386 

Second  time,  ..... 

47 

5 

23 

2 

77 

Third  time, . 

20 

8 

2 

30 

Fourth  time, . 

5 

1 

6 

Fifth  time, . 

2 

2 

4 

Sixth  time, . 

1 

1 

2 

Seventh  time, . 

1 

1 

Eighth  time, . 

1 

1 

Totals, . 

365 

38 

88 

16 

507  ' 
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No.  8. 


Showing  how  many  of  said  Prisoners  had  learned  a  Trade  or  Profession. 


WHITE. 

COLORED. 

TOTALS. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Had  learned  a  trade,  .  . 

154 

6 

20 

1 

181 

Had  no  trade,  .... 

186 

8 

55 

3 

252 

Service, . 

3 

24 

13 

12 

52 

Accountants, . 

22 

22 

Totals, . 

365 

38 

88 

16 

507 

No.  9. 

Showing  State  of  Education  of  same  Prisoners. 


1 

WHITE. 

COLORED. 

TOTALS. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Can  read, . 

41 

14 

8 

3 

66 

Can  read  and  write,  .  . 

267 

8 

50 

7 

332 

Cannot  read, . 

57 

16 

30 

6 

109 

Totals, . 

,  --  7 .  ..... 

365 

38 

88 

16 

507 

No.  10. 

Showing  Habits  of  same  Prisoners. 


- 

WHITE. 

COLORED. 

TOTALS. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Moderate  drinkers,  .  . 

107 

11 

26 

2 

146 

Temperate, . 

131 

11 

40 

14 

196 

Intemperate, . 

127 

16 

22 

165 

Totals, . 

365 

38 

88 

16 

507 

26 


No.  11. 

The  purchases  on  account  of  the  Prison  for  the  year  1869,  were  as  follows: 


$15,135  10 
20,145  72 
9,623  93 
1,330  18 


Flour  and  Meal,  . 

Beef,  Mutton,  and  Pork,  . 
Molasses,  Sugar,  Tea,  &c., 
Oil  and  Soap,  . 
Vegetables, 

Drugs  and  Medicines, 
Hay,  Feed,  and  Straw, 
Railroad  Tickets, 
Stationery,  . 

Brushes  and  Brooms, 

Milk  and  Ice, 

Hops,  Malt,  Lime,  &c., 
Discharged  Prisoners, 
Hospital, 

Miscellaneous, 

Fuel, 

Clothing  and  Bedding, 
Repairs,  . 

Gas,  .... 
Salaries,  . 

Overwork,  Prisoners,  . 
Leather,  . 

Shoe  Findings, 

Cotton  Yarn,  . 


1,499  90 
958  06 
485  58 
250  00 
899  90 
363  56 
392  51 
344  55 
304  00 
571  87 
1,168  20 
7,338  50 
8,083  87 
7,451  61 
1,275  70 
28,302  38 

- $105,925  12 

498  11 
22,945  56 
934  53 
466  13 

- - -  24,844  33 


$130,769  45 
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No.  12. 

Receipts  and  payments  on  account  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison. 

Receipts. 

Balance,  December  31st,  1868,  in  the  bands  of 

the  Superintendent, . $8,587  42 

Amount  appropriated  by  Councils  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Prison,  ....  $134,204  00 
Less  this  amount  returned,  .  .  3,434  55 

-  130,769  45 

Cash  received  for  work  done,  21,106  80 

$160,463  67 

Payments. 

Warrants  paid  on  account  of  General  Expenses,  $77,622  74 
“  “  “  Salaries,  .  .  28,302  38 

“  “  “  Manufacturing,  24,844  33 

Cash  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer  by  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Prison,  proceeds  of  the  Manufacturing- 
Departments,  &c.,  (as  per  Act  of  Assembly,)  21,000  00 

- -  151,769  45 


$8,694  22 


Value  of  the  Personal  Property  of  the  Prison. 
Manufacturing  Departments. 


Work  Shops,  .  . $1,356  05 

Cordwaining, .  $10,239  24 

Cotton  Factory, .  1,392  84 

-  11,632  08 

Provisions,  Coal,  &c.,  on  hand, .  9,513  25 

Furniture  and  other  Fixtures. 


Store  Rooms, 

Kitchen, 

Bake-house, 

Stable  and  Yard,  . 

Centre  Building, 
Female  Prison, 
South  Corridor, 
North  Corridor, 


$1,402  67 
350  00 
120,00 
1,449  75 


5,590  32 
1,663  10 
5,743  45 


3,322  42 
1,770  00 


12,996  87 


PHYSICIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors 

of  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison. 

Gentlemen  : — The  Annual  Report  of  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  prison,  for  the  year  1869,  is  herewith  respectfully  submitted. 
The  annexed  tables  contain  all  the  statistical  information  relating 
to  the  Medical  Department.  The  report  for  the  last  year  shows  little 
or  no  improvement  in  the  average  condition  of  prisoners  received, 
but  presents  a  fair  standard  of  health  for  the  entire  population  of  the 
prison.  On  the  31st  of  December,  1868,  there  were  in  the  Untried  De¬ 
partment  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  persons ;  received  during  1869, 
eighteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  five,  making  a  total  of  eighteen 
thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-two  ;  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  more 
than  during  the  previous  year.  Nineteen  hundred  and  forty-eight 
prisoners  were  under  treatment,  as  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the 
monthly  reports  (besides  thirteen  miscarriages  not  mentioned  in  the 
tables,)  in  table  No.  3,  continued.  Of  this  number  we  had  twenty-nine 
deaths  from  natural  causes,  as  follows:  Debauch,  9;  Mania-a-potu,  17  ; 
Congestion  of  the  Brain,  1  ;  Hsematemesis,  1  ;  Pyemia,  1.  In  addition 
to  the  deaths  above  named,  we  had  two  suicides,  one  on  the  morning  of 
the  8th  of  April,  by  taking  prussic  acid,  the  other  by  drowning ;  this 
case  occurred  some  time  during  the  night  of  September  7th.  The 
prisoner  was  found  lying  on  his  abdomen,  the  head  in  a  bucket  of  water, 
and  the  end  of  his  bunk  placed  on  the  back  of  his  neck,  no  doubt  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  him  in  keeping  his  head  under  water.  Both 
of  these  prisoners  were  charged  with  murder,  the  former  was  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted  on  the  day  he  committed  suicide,  the  latter  had  not  been  tried  for 
the  alleged  crime.  The  deaths  from  natural  causes  may  be  traced,  as 
usual,  to  a  love  for  alcoholic  stimulus  and  its  effects ;  many  of  them  were 
brought  to  prison  in  a  dying  condition,  coming  as  they  do  from  the 
lowest  class  of  society,  subject  to  every  species  of  accident  and  disease, 
many  of  them  died  in  a  few  hours  after  being  sent  from  the  station- 
houses  to  the  prison,  showing  conclusively  their  condition  when  received 
by  us. 

The  rates  of  mortality  for  all  cases,  as  compared  with  the  number  of 
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prisoners,  was  sixteen-hundredths  of  one  per  cent.,  or  thirty-one  deaths 
out  of  eighteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-two  prisoners.  In  this, 
the  Untried  Department,  there  were  two  births,  both  colored. 

In  the  “Convict  Department”  the  amount  of  sickness  during  the  year 
has  been  about  the  same,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  convicts,  as  it 
was  during  the  preceding  year ;  with  the  exception  of  the  various  forms 
of  tuburcular  and  scrofulous  diseases ;  in  this  particular  there  have  been 
a  great  increase. 

The  table  of  mortality  for  this  Department  shows  thirteen  deaths, 
as  follows:  No.  231,  a  black  male  died  February  5 ;  No.  3,  a  white  male, 
February  21 ;  No.  294,  white  male,  February  29 ;  No.  638,  black  male, 
March  7  ;  No.  561,  black  female,  March  10;  No.  721,  black  male,  April 
7 ;  No.  851,  white  male,  April  13 ;  No.  459,  black  male,  May  10 ;  No.  994, 
black  male,  July  27  ;  No.  853,  white  male,  August  3;  No.  720,  black 
male,  August  16;  No.  1251,  white  male,  August  18;  No.  548,  white 
male,  October  16.  For  further  particulars  in  relation  to  deceased 
prisoners,  see  table  No.  17,  which  gives  color,  sex,  when  committed, 
former  health  and  habits,  (as  far  as  known,)  time  and  cause  of  death. 
In  nearly  all  of  the  cases  named,  their  diseases  were  contracted  prior  to 
their  imprisonment  with  us,  and  how  far  any  former  habits  of  intem¬ 
perance  and  vice,  or  the  restraint  of  confinement  had  in  hastening  their 
deaths,  if  any,  is  left  to  conjecture.  The  mortality  per  cent,  was  (1.44,) 
one  and  forty-four  hundredths  of  one  jrer  cent.,  or  thirteen  deaths  in  a 
population  of  nine  hundred  and  two  prisoners.  During  the  year  555 
prisoners  were  discharged,  as  follows :  white  males,  407 ;  black  males, 
92;  white  females,  41 ;  black  females,  15. 

These  discharged  prisoners  may  be  arranged  in  the  following  classes, 
in  reference  to  their  health  on  admission  and  discharge : 

1st.  Received  and  discharged  in  good  health,  ....  151 

2d.  “  “  in  the  same  grade  of  imperfect  health,  119 

3d.  “  “  in  better  health  than  when  received,  175 

4th.  Discharged  in  worse  health  than  when  received,  .  .  97 

5th.  Died  during  the  year,  . . 13 

555 

In  conclusion,  I  am  pleased  to  bear  testimony  to  the  cordial  co¬ 
operation,  of  all  the  officers  in  the  prison,  in  all  measures  designed  to 
promote  the  health  and  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  prison. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  Prisoners  sentenced  to  hard  labor,  also  the 
average  number  of  deaths,  and  the  mortality  per  centage  annually,  for  the  last  twenty- 
three  years. 


k 

YEAR. 

Average  number 
of 

Commitments. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

1847 

175 

16 

9.14 

1848 

160 

13 

7.50 

1849 

176 

7 

3.40 

1850 

154 

8 

5.12 

1851 

245 

11 

4.08 

1852 

317 

15 

4.07 

1853 

273 

12 

4.39 

1854 

266 

5 

1.84 

1855 

229 

2 

0.87 

1856 

228 

3 

1.31 

1857 

269 

3 

1.11 

1858 

339 

4 

1.17 

1859 

388 

4 

1.03 

1860 

456 

4 

0.87 

1861 

348 

2 

0.57 

1862 

248 

3 

1.20 

1863 

215 

1 

0.46 

1864 

215 

2 

0.93 

1865 

403 

6 

1.48 

1866 

485 

10 

2.06 

1867 

493 

15 

3.04 

1868 

486 

10 

2.05 

1869 

507 

13 

2.56 

In  1865,  two  of  the  deaths  reported  were  Suicides. 

In  1868,  two  “  “  “ 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  YALE  SMITH. 

Physician  to  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison. 
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No.  3.—  Continued. 

General  Statement  of  all  cases  of  sickness  occurring  in  the  Untried  Department  among 

the  prisoners  during  1869. 


DISEASES. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

April. 

_ II 

May. 

June. 

'a 

August. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

Totals. 

|  Deaths. 

1 

2 

3 

5 

11 

2 

1 

9 

1 

61 

o 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

11 

1 

1 

2 

G 

3 

10 

5 

3 

1 

30 

2 

1 

2 

2j 

1 

8 

1 

1 

9 

4 

1 

2 

1 

5 

3 

2 

1 

4 

101 

1 

1 

1 

3 

8 

10 

13 

9 

21 

12 

10 

16 

19 

21 

146 

2 

3 

5 

2 

3 

5 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

9 

9 

6 

16 

19 

20 

41 

50 

4 

9 

57 

60 

20 

23 

13 

4 

5 

4 

40 

30 

25 

3y4 

9 

3 

3 

10 

10 

9 

33 

15 

1 

7 

18 

15 

27 

Delirium  Tremens . 

9 

7 

15 

12 

7 

ii 

14 

14 

23 

14 

12 

17 

180 

17 

10 

12 

1 

9 

1 

20 

20 

1 

154 

2 

] 

5 

Q 

3 

5 

2 

16 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

11 

3 

2 

3 

1 

6 

2 

3 

5 

1 

14 

10 

8 

7 

6 

4 

6 

3 

8 

5 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

20 

18 

15 

4 

11 

15 

9 

17 

5 

2 

13 

199 

4 

1 

3 

4 

1 

8 

2 

5 

8 

2 

8 

42 

2 

1 

3j 

2 

i 

5 

3 

1 

3 

4 

3 

22 

Itch . 

2 

3 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

4 

2 

i 

3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

9 

1 

4 

3 

1 

2 

11 

3 

2 

4 

12 

10 

5 

3 

3 

10 

6 

58 

4 

1 

2 

7 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

8 

2 

1 

3 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

10 

4 

5 

8 

14 

6 

10 

9 

3 

83 

2 

9 

1 

2 

4 

11 

2 

2 

2 

1 

10 

15 

4 

14 

ii 

13 

18 

21 

12 

19 

10 

147 

6 

12 

6 

8 

10 

12 

11 

7 

6 

92 

Wounds,  Gunshot  and  others 

17 

13 

ii 

5 

10 

9 

8 

ii 

14 

10 

9 

7 

124 

Totals . 

140 

138 

150 

120 

131 

210 

193 

198 

200 

159 

168 

135 

1948 

29 
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No.  14. 


Showing  the  State  of  the  Health  of  the  Convicts  sentenced  in  1869,  when 

received  into  Prison. 


WHITE. 

BLACK. 

TOTALS,  j 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Good  health, 

- 

- 

199 

22 

36 

11 

268 

Bad  health, 

- 

- 

166 

16 

52 

5 

239 

Totals, 

- 

- 

365 

38 

88 

16 

507  ■; 

Ji 

3 


No.  15. 

This  Table  shows  the  Nature  of  Diseases  that  Prisoners  were  afflicted  with  when  first  received  into  Prison,  the  columns  for  the  causes  that  produced  Death,  will  show  the  character  of  the  Diseases 

that  Originated  in  the  Prison ,  by  comparing  it  with  the  first.  J 
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No.  15. —  Continued. 
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Thus  marked  were  pardoned  and  sent  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum  of  the  Blockley  Almshouse.  +  Thus  marked-these  cases  are  the  result  of  masturbation. 
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*  Removed  from  Walnut  Street  Prison. 

t  ,?.eII.'ov,ed  from  Arch  street  Prison,  where  this  fever  was  prevalent,  and  many  of  the  inmates  died  thereof. 

I  lheir  disease  was  caused  by  masturbation. 

The  prisoner  who  died  October  19, 1865,  was  under  sentence  of  death,  had  been  respited  twice,  and  awaiting  the  action  of  the  Governor. 
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No.  20. — General  Statement  of  all  cases^gf  sickness  among  the  Prisoners  sentenced  to 
hard  labor  in  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison  for  the  year  1869. 


DISEASES. 

January. 

February. 

|  March. 

|  April. 

I  May. 

June. 

|  July. 

August. 

j  September. 

|  October. 

|  November. 

|  December. 

Totals. 

Abdominal  Dropsy . 

1 

... 

1 

2 

Abscess . 

1 

2 

1 

3 

7 

Acidity  of  Stomach . . 

•  •• 

.  .  . 

3 

... 

1 

2 

... 

6 

Amaurosis . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Amenorrhoea . 

3 

2 

i 

2 

i 

9 

11 

Amputation  of  Fingers,  &c . 

i 

1 

2 

Anoemia .  . 

5 

6 

3 

8 

3 

2 

3 

4 

34 

Anus  Fissures  and  Prolapsus . 

3 

2 

... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

11 

Asthma . 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

7 

Bladder  Irritable . . . 

1 

i 

1 

3 

Bronchitis . 

1 

1 

... 

2 

3 

2 

4 

2 

15 

Catarrhus . 

2 

5 

4 

3 

14 

Cramp  Colic . 

9 

1 

5 

1 

2 

2 

... 

13 

Debility . 

6 

4 

4 

2 

10 

9 

7 

10 

5 

2 

3 

62 

Diarrhoea . 

5 

9 

5 

3 

7 

9 

11 

15 

8 

10 

8 

4 

94 

Diuresis  . . . 

1 

i 

2 

2 

... 

6 

Dysentery . 

... 

2 

3 

2 

i 

... 

1 

9 

Dyspepsia . 

3 

i 

8 

4 

3 

2 

2 

2 

26 

Eczema . 

i 

1 

1 

i 

i 

5 

Epilepsy . 

1 

... 

2 

• . . 

i 

i 

5 

Erysipelas . 

1 

i 

2 

1 

i 

9 

8 

Fatty  Tumor . 

i 

... 

i 

2 

Fibrous  Tumor . 

1 

1 

Febris,  Intermittent  and  Bilious . 

3 

3 

r 

1 

7 

3 

3 

6 

5 

33 

Gonorrhoea . 

5 

... 

4 

2 

1 

3 

2 

17 

Gravel . . . 

1 

9 

3 

Haemorrhoids . 

2 

2 

... 

3 

2 

4 

2 

4 

l 

20 

Headache . 

3 

3 

8 

7 

... 

6 

11 

9 

2 

7 

3 

6 

65 

Heart  Disease . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Hernia . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Hypertrophy  of  Testicles . 

1 

i 

2 

1 

5 

Haemoptysis . 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Insane . . . 

9 

1 

3 

Itch . 

i 

2 

3 

Leucorrhoea . 

2 

1 

i 

1 

3 

2 

10 

Lumbago . 

1 

... 

... 

1 

i 

1 

• ' 

1 

l 

Masturbation . 

i 

1 

9 

9 

1 

1 

8 

Neuralgia . 

3 

4 

2 

4 

2 

5 

i 

l 

5 

1 

3 

31 

Obstipation . 

1 

2 

5 

2 

6 

4 

2 

22 

Opthalmia . 

... 

i 

1 

... 

1 

3 

Phthisis . 

8 

8 

12 

6 

9 

4 

]  l 

9 

3 

4 

74 

Pleuritis . 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

10 

Prostatitis . 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

3 

9 

Rheumatism . . . 

9 

8 

3 

6 

3 

6 

4 

5 

6 

50 

Sciatica . 

1 

1 

2 

Scrofula  . 

4 

6 

3 

5 

2 

7 

4 

5 

1 

5 

421 

Stricture,  Urethra . 

1 

4 

4 

5 

2 

i 

17 

Syphilis . 

10 

7 

4 

5 

4 

10 

8 

1 

2 

3 

1 

8 

63 

Teeth  Extracted . 

2 

... 

3 

... 

5 

4 

2 

3 

4 

5 

28 

Ulcers . 

1 

... 

2 

i 

4 

5 

... 

1 

2 

4 

3 

23 

Totals . 

65 

62 

60 

69 

59 

111 

88 

70 

77 

93 

65 

85 

904 

56 


*  No.  21. 

Total  Percentage  of  Deaths  is  as  follows : 


COLOR  AND  SEX. 

TOTAL 

PRISONERS. 

TOTAL 

DEATHS. 

PERCENTAGE. 

White  Males,  -  -  - 

5,725 

99 

1.73 

White  Females,  -  - 

919 

4 

0.43 

Black  Males,  -  -  - 

2,260 

168 

7.43 

Black  Females,  -  - 

763 

24 

3.15 

Totals,  -  -  -  - 

1 

9,667 

295 

12.74 

No.  22. 

This  Table  will  show,  in  a  condensed  form,  the  Causes  of  Death,  with  the 
Color  of  the  Prisoners,  and  the  state  of  Health  when  admitted  into 
Prison,  from  the  opening  of  Prison  to  December  31st,  1869. 


WHEN  ADMITTED. 

BLACK. 

WHITE. 

TOTAL. 

Well, . 

92 

53 

145 

Sick, . 

100 

50 

150 

Totals,  -  -  -  - 

192 

103 

295 

57 

No.  22 — continued. 

Of  these  295  deaths,  they  died  of  the  following  diseases : 


DISEASES. 


Apoplexia,  - 

Ascites,  .... 

Asiatic  Cholera,  - 
Asphyxia,  - 

Bronchitis,  - 

Carditis,  ...  - 

Cholera  morbus,  - 
Chronic  meningitis, 

Chronic  enteritis,  - 
Chronic  gastritis,  - 

Colica, . 

Congestion  of  lungs, 
Convulsions,  -  -  -  - 

Debility,  - 

Diarrhoea,  -  -  -  - 

Enteritis,  -  -  -  - 

Epilepsia,  -  -  -  - 

Febris,  typhus, 

Febris,  hectic, 

Gastritis,  -  -  -  - 

Hsematura,  - 

Heart  disease, 

Hepatitis,  - 

Hemoptysis,  -  -  -  - 

Hydrops,  - 

Inanition,  - 

Mania, . 

Masturbation, 

Paralysis,  - 

Paraplegia,  -  -  -  - 

Peritonitis  -  -  -  - 

Phthisis  pulmonalis, 
Pneumonia,  -  -  -  - 

Ramollescence  of  the  brain,  - 
Scorbutus,  -  -  .  - 

Scrofula,  -  -  -  - 

Suicide,  -  -  -  - 

Syphilis,  .  .  .  . 

Tuburcular  meningitis,  - 
Tuburcular  peritonitis,  - 
Tetanus,  - 

Ulceration  of  bowels,  - 


Totals,  - 


BLACK. 

WHITE. 

TOTAL. 

1 

0 

1 

2 

2 

4 

0 

6 

6 

0 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5 

4 

3 

7 

1 

2 

3 

5 

10 

15 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

2 

2 

4 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

o 

o 

6 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

117 

43 

160 

4 

0 

4 

1 

0 

1 

G 

0 

6 

25 

4 

29 

0 

O 

O 

3 

3 

1 

4 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

192 

103 

295 

